Green Infrastructure Facts
What is “green infrastructure”?  Green infrastructure reduces stormwater runoff rates, volumes and pollutant loads through the hydrologic processes of infiltration, evapotranspiration and capture and reuse.   It helps protect downstream aquatic resources by maintaining or restoring natural hydrology.  On a watershed or community scale, green infrastructure practices are used to preserve or restore natural landscapes, such as forests, floodplains, 
and wetlands.  On a site or neighborhood scale, green infrastructure practices, including rain gardens, permeable pavements, green roofs, bio-swales, rain gardens, stormwater planters, trees, and rainwater harvesting (using rain barrels and cisterns to capture rainfall for non-potable uses such as landscape irrigation and toilet flushing), are used to manage stormwater runoff at or near the source.  Selection of green infrastructure practices should be based on local site characteristics and constraints, such as soils, climate, and groundwater elevation. 
Why use “green infrastructure”?  Green infrastructure technologies are cost-effective, energy efficient, sustainable, and environmentally friendly.
What are the potential benefits of “green infrastructure”?  Benefits from the use of green infrastructure include cleaner water, recharged groundwater supplies, less demand for potable water, reduced flooding and erosion, lower energy demands, less greenhouse gas emissions and cleaner air, better quality habitats for wildlife, more walkable communities, operation and maintenance cost savings, and green jobs.
Source: US EPA Managing Wet Weather with Green Infrastructure http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=298
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