Healthy Household Habits for Clean Water

Lawn and Garden

• Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. When use is necessary, use these chemicals in the recommended amounts. Avoid application if the forecast calls for rain; otherwise, chemicals will be washed into your local stream.

• Select native plants and grasses that are drought- and pest-resistant. Native plants require less water, fertilizer, and pesticides.

• Sweep up yard debris, rather than hosing areas down. Compost or recycle yard waste when possible.

• Don’t overwater your lawn. Water during the cool times of the day, and don’t let water run off into the storm drain.

• Cover piles of dirt and mulch being used in landscaping projects to prevent these pollutants from blowing or washing off your yard and into local waterbodies. Vegetate bare spots in your yard to prevent soil erosion.

Storm drains connect to waterbodies!

Remember: Only rain down the drain!
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For more information, visit

www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater or www.epa.gov/nps
To report possible illegal discharges to the storm drain system, call the (Village)(City)(County)(Etc.) of (Name of Municipality) at (___) ___-____.
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