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BEECHER POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES

Officer James Hancock, also known as “Jimmy John”, has
been a great new addition to the Beecher School District.
With over 30 years of police experience, Officer Hancock
now serves as the School Resource Officer across all three
schools. He will be implementing a safe and supportive
environment within the school, sporting events and school
dances. Officer Hancock is excited to be working with
students and faculty to ensure that everyone throughout
Beecher 200U feel confident and comfortable for the
2025-2026 school year and beyond.

One of Officer Hancock’s first initiatives as SRO was to propose a use for a 1987
Humvee that was acquired by the Police Department years ago through a grant.
Officer Hancock coordinated having the Humvee cleaned up and graphics installed
so it could become a fixture in the Village and at school and community events. You
may have even spotted it during the 4™ of July parade!

BEECHER

Beecher Police Department’s new full-time police officer is
David Garza. He comes to us from the Illinois Secretary of
State where he worked as an auditor. David is a resident of
Beecher and brings a wealth of knowledge to the Beecher
Police Department.

BEECHER’S NEW ELECTRIC
SCOOTER ORDINANCE

The State of Illinois adopted a law in 2024, regulating what they
called “low speed scooters”. A low-speed scooter is a device that
has 2 or 3 wheels, handlebars and a floorboard, weighs under 100
pounds, is powered by an electric motor and/or human power and
has a maximum speed of 10 MPH. Riders must be at least 18 years
of age to operate a low-speed scooter.

Continued on next page




VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Autumn is here, and the latest news in town is the sale of Walt’s to Berkot’s. At the time of
writing this newsletter, we don’t have many details besides what has already been published.
The Lagestee family has told the media that they are retiring from the grocery business, and
their four stores (Beecher, Crete, Homewood and Dyer, Indiana) are being sold to Berkot’s.
The Village met with Berkot’s and they confirmed that the purchase is scheduled for late
October or early November. The schedule depends on which of the four stores go through the
process first. They are looking forward to coming to Beecher, and we are happy to continue to
have a local grocery store.

New business openings in town since our last newsletter include:
The Old Gun Shop Coffee House at 744 Indiana Avenue I’;’ﬁ"%”‘%’”
Dynamic Kidz Play Corner at 993 Dixie Highway BRG]

The Village has installed a new sign at Dixie and Penfield to bring attention to the businesses on Penfield and Gould Street
in our historic downtown business district. These businesses aren’t on the main roads so we hope the new signage will
direct people to that area.

You may have noticed the renovations occurring at the Circle K on Dixie Highway and Grove Street. They are completely
renovating the pump and car wash areas. The convenience store and McDonalds will remain open during construction.

We’d like to give a special thanks to Artie Van Baren for his contribution of the large flag at Firemen’s Park. It will be
officially dedicated during the 4™ of July celebration in 2026.

Thank you to everyone who attended National Night Out at the new public safety facility. Attendance was great and
multiple tours were given of the new building. We look forward to better serving the community with the new modern
facility.

The next Village event is the 5™ Annual Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony at Firemen’s Park featuring a light parade,
snacks and refreshments, Santa’s workshop activities for the family, and a visit by Santa himself. More details will be
published as the event nears.

Stay safe this winter and enjoy the upcoming holiday season!

ELECTRIC SCOOTER ORDINANCE (continued)

The state law does not allow e-scooters to be driven on public property but gives municipalities the ability to adopt
ordinances to regulate e-scooters. Local ordinances must be no less restrictive than the state law.

Most e-scooters we see in our neighborhoods go much faster than 10 MPH, and some weigh over 100 pounds, which
means they are not “low speed scooters”, but motor vehicles as defined by Illinois law. In Illinois, motor vehicles driven on
public roads require a license plate, a headlight, brake and turn signals, and requires the operator to have a valid driver’s
license.

If a child is caught riding an e-scooter on a public street or sidewalk, under state law, they can be given a state ticket for no
valid driver’s license, and if convicted, lose their ability to obtain a driver’s license until they are 21 years old.

The Village of Beecher recently enacted an e-scooter ordinance to address this issue and for the safety of those who ride
e-scooters. Too often we see kids riding two on a scooter, riding with no shoes or a helmet, going through a stop sign
without stopping, carrying an item while having one hand on the handlebars, and many other dangerous maneuvers.

Most kids have not had safety classes regarding e-scooters and none under age 16 have had driver’s training where they
learned the rules of the road. Yet, they are riding a vehicle that travels 20 MPH or faster on our streets and sidewalks.

The new ordinance, like the state law, prohibits those under the age of 18 from riding e-scooters on public property in
Beecher which includes Village and State streets, sidewalks, school property and Firemen’s Park. Those violating the
ordinance can be issued a local ordinance ticket in the amount of $25.00 for the first violation and increased fines for
subsequent violations. Unlike the state charge, it does not go on their record, it does not get reported to the Secretary of
State, and it will not affect the child’s ability to obtain a driver’s license.




Trick-or-Treat hours
4-7 p.m.
Friday, October 31°*

CURBSIDE LEAF COLLECTION

The cooler weather has arrived and leaf raking season is here again! Leaves raked in rows along
the curbside are picked up by a large vacuum machine used by Public Works crews until the end
of November (depending on the weather).

Residents should place leaves in a pile or row in the parkway, between the sidewalk and curb as
near to the street as possible. Leaves should not be placed in the streets because it will clog
storm drains when it rains, potentially causing flooding. In areas without curbs, leaves should be
placed in long rows on the grass or parkway at the edge of the street. Do not mix leaves with
branches or grass clippings. These things will damage the leaf machine.

DOG TAGS GO ON SALE MONDAY, DECEMBER 1st

Dog tags go on sale Monday, December 1st. The price is $10 per dog and the deadline for purchase is March 16,
2026. After the March 16th deadline, the price of dog tags increases. Tags may be purchased at the Village Hall
or online by clicking on the “ePay” option on the Village website. The dog’s name,

breed, color and date of last rabies vaccination will be required to purchase the tag. If

you pay online, the tags will be mailed to you.

Dog tag fees are used to pay for the services provided by the Beecher Veterinary Clinic
for picking up, feeding and boarding stray animals and lost pets.
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VILLAGE BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

The following actions were taken by the Beecher Village Board since Spring of 2025:
v Approved the reinstatement of pass-on credit card fees with E-Pay. (4/14/25)
v Accepted a proposal from Midland Bank for municipal banking services. (4/14/25)

v Approved Bid Package 18 — Fencing, from Classic Fence Inc. in the amount of $67,540.00 to install a fence at the new
public safety facility. (4/28/25)

v Approved proposal from Budget Blinds in the amount of $3,731.20 to purchase shades for the community room at the
public safety facility. (4/14/25)

v Approved the purchase of a new copier or 2 new copiers for the police department in an amount not to exceed
$6,000.00. (4/14/25)

v Read a Proclamation recognizing Administrative Assistant Patty Meyer for 20+ years of service and congratulating her
on her retirement. (4/28/25)

v Read a Proclamation recognizing May 4-10, 2025, as Professional Municipal Clerks Week. (4/28/25)
v Read a Proclamation recognizing May 11-17, 2025, as National Police Week. (4/28/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1422 modifying the moratorium on the collection of certain new residential building permit fees,
as it relates to the cash in lieu of land for parks and cash in lieu of land for school fees. (4/28/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1424 authorizing a Right-of-Way agreement for broadband internet with Surf Air Wireless, LLC.
(4/28/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1425 authorizing the execution of an intergovernmental agreement by and between the Village of
Beecher and Beecher School District 200U for a police resource officer. (4/28/25)

v Accepted a proposal for sidewalk and curb replacement from K.R.T. concrete in the amount of $13,500.00. (4/28/25)

v Accepted a proposal from Affordable Concrete Raising in the amount of $3,660.00 for sidewalk "mud-jacking" in
certain areas around town. (4/28/25)

v Accepted a bid for asphalt patches in various locations around town in the amount of $10,320.00 from McGill paving.
(4/28/25)

v Accepted a bid for asphalt replacement in the 500 & 600 blocks of Birch Drive as well as the 500 block of Elm Street
from Wirkus Paving in the amount of $62,955.20. (4/28/25)

v Waived the formal bid process for additional asphalt work in the 600 block of Elm Street and accepted the proposal from
Wirkus Paving in the amount of $25,648.64. (4/28/25)

v Accepted the proposal from Wirkus Paving in the amount of $8,341.00 for the sealcoating & striping of the Firemen's
Park parking lot as agreed upon in the IGA with the Beecher Fire Protection District. Per the agreement, the Village
sealcoats and stripes the parking lot every five years. (4/28/25)

v Accepted a proposal from Wirkus Paving in the amount of $8,582.00 for the sealcoating of Firemen's Park. This includes
the picnic grove areas, bingo stand, beer stand, both alley-ways, and the walking path around the north end of the park.
The 4th of July Commission will reimburse the Village for half of the total cost. (4/28/25)

v Accepted a proposal from Wirkus Paving in the amount of $3,650.00 for the sealcoating of the parking lot at the Public
Works facility on Cardinal Creek Blvd. (4/28/25)

v Approved the purchase of a 2025 John Deere 960 zero turn mower from Shorewood Home & Auto in the amount of
$14,323.54. Two mowing units were sold due to consistent mechanical failures.
(4/28/25) Continued on next page
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Board Meeting Highlights Continued

v Approved the use of TIF funds to purchase a wayfinding sign from All-Right Sign in the amount of $6,078.95 to provide
signage to the businesses in the downtown area within Beecher TIF District #1. (4/28/25)

v Read a Proclamation recognizing May 18-24, 2025, as National Public Works Week. (5/12/25)

v Waived the formal bid process and accepted a proposal from Wirkus Paving in the amount of $33,982.00 to extend the
paving at the new public safety facility parking lot. (5/12/25)

v Approved the purchase of a new SENSUS 7501 water meter handheld reading device and touch gun from Core & Main
in the amount of $10,485.00. (5/12/25)

v Approved the purchase of a trench shoring box from National Trench Safety in the amount of $11,158.00. The IPRF
Safety Grant in the amount of $5,508.00 was used towards the purchase. (5/12/25)

v Waived the formal bid process and approved the purchase of a submersible pump with a 1,000 gallon per minute Hitachi
SP11-L at Well House #5 in the amount of $99,081.20 from Layne Christianson. (5/12/25)

v Approved a 5-year purchasing agreement with Axon Enterprise for the “Taser Skills to Full VR Bundle” in the amount of
$7,152.00. (5/27/25)

v Approved purchase from Core & Main for the replacement of the master meter inside Well House #5 in the amount of
8,550.59. (6/9/25)

v Discussed and reviewed the Village’s stormwater permit requirements and pollution prevention including the 2025 MS4
Program Annual Facility Inspection Report. (6/23/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1428 authorizing a municipal grocery retailers’ occupation tax and a municipal grocery service
occupation tax. Consumers are already paying this tax. The State of Illinois will continue to collect the tax on behalf of
municipalities. (7/28/25)

v Approved the purchase of a Flygt submersible pump from Xylem in the amount of $14,272.05. (7/28/25)
v Approved Ordinance #1429 authorizing a CBA with IUOE Local #399 Clerical Union. (7/28/25)

v Approved Ordinances authorizing an employment agreement with the Village Clerk/Officer Manager and Superintendent
of Public Works. (7/28/25)

v Approved appointment of Denise Abbink as Deputy Village Clerk. (7/28/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1432 granting a variance for a fence in the front yard of the corner lot located at 502 Dunbar
Street. (8/11/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1433 authorizing an employment agreement with the Wastewater Operations Manager. (08/11/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1434 authorizing the execution of an IGA with Washington Township Road District, Washington
Township, Beecher Fire Protection District, and Beecher Community School District 200U to share fuel tanks and
procure fuel. (8/25/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1435 amending Village Code as it relates to fishing in ponds and detention areas. (8/25/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1436 amending Zoning Ordinance #1418 as it pertains to regulations for solar and wind uses.
(8/25/25)

v Approved Ordinance #1437 adding a section to village code pertaining to e-scooter regulations. (8/25/25)

v Approved a proposal from Baxter and Woodman to complete design services for the Miller Street Water Main
Replacement Project in an amount not to exceed $23,000.00 (8/25/25)

The Beecher Village Board meets on the second and fourth Mondays of each month at 6:00 p.m. at the Beecher Village Hall,
625 Dixie Highway. Residents are invited and encouraged to attend.

Video recordings of the meetings are available to be viewed on the Village’s YouTube Channel and are
shared on the Village of Beecher Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/beecher.il.60401/. A link
to our YouTube Channel may also be found on the Village website.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClfjsi1oLS42r1cqDUxA3Cw/featured
https://www.facebook.com/beecher.il.60401/

REAL ESTATE TAXES IN THE VILLAGE OF BEECHER
WHEN I PAY MY TAX BILL WHERE DOES THE MONEY GO?

Comm Mental
Health Brd
1%

Forest
Preserve

2% GENERAL FUND EXPENSES
Police Protection

Street Maintenance, lighting, snow removal
Park Maintenance

Building & Code Enforcement
Administrative Costs & Supplies
Wages/Workers Comp/Health Ins
Engineering

Equipment/Vehicle Replacement

VILLAGE OF BEECHER 1'

The chart above gives a visual representation of where your property tax dollars are
allocated. The Village of Beecher receives 11% of the property tax you pay. Other local
governments receive more or less. The Village has other options for obtaining
revenue, such as income taxes, sales taxes and water and sewer fees. The fire and
school districts rely on the property tax as their main source of revenue which is why
they receive a higher percentage.

Only those in the Village of Beecher limits will have “Village of Beecher” listed on their
tax bill. If Village of Beecher is not listed on your tax bill, then you would be considered
in unincorporated Will County and would not pay taxes to the Village.

Beecher Post 67

532 Gould Street
kg Beecher, IL 60401
FORALL THE

$_64._9_9_0IL CHANGE, TIRE ROTATION &
AMULTI - POINT CAR CARE CHECK UP g3/

30449 S. DIXIE HWY. BEECHER, |L 708-946-6624 Video Gaming / Hall Rental

*INCLUDES 5 QT BLEND OIL (5W20 & 5W30) AND SPIN-ON OIL FILTER

Lounge Open To The Public




Every winning season starts
with a strong game plan.

First Community Investment Center Delivers
We're here to make sure your financial playbook
is easy to understand, realistic to follow, and
focused on the goals that mean the most to you.

Schedule your strategy session with Robert.
Contact him at (708) 946-2246.

¥ FIRST
COMMUNITY

=[5 [NVESTMENT
CENTER

1111 Dixie Highway - Beecher, IL 60401 - (708) 946-2246

First Center is a marketing name of Cetera Services. Securities and insurance offered through

Catera Investment Services LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, Adwisory services offered through Catera Investment Advisers LLC, Cetera

firms are under separate ntity. Investments are: Not FDIC/NCUSIF insured | May lose value
oposit | Not insured by any federal governmant agency.

985 S DIXIE HIGHWAY
(708) 946-7070

Domino’s

|
<+ 985 S Dixie Highway . BEECHER, ILLINOIS &~

) SN &
LAY oPeN AT 1030 Am

Being a business owner doesn’t
mean doing everything yourself.
T -

x} 38\
ﬁ ) e
=W

John Lockie
Senior Vice President - Commercial Loans

SCAN ME

Let Us Be Your Trusted Banking Resource.
Running a business means wearing a dozen hats
at once. We'll handle the financial one so you can

focus on growth, leadership, and success.
Get the support your business deserves.
Contact John at (708) 946-2246.

== FIRST
COMMUNITY
EI BANK

AND TRUST

1111 Dixie Highway « Beecher, IL 60401 « (708) 946-2246

JFDIC

ANY, ANY, ANY, ANY

PIZZA SIZE CRUST" TOPPINGS

PROMO CODE 8564

gUYONE DELIVERY OR PICK UP
ﬁ“ 0“E Buy One Sandwich at menu
HEE F)rlce and getone FREE

Call Or Click Code BOGOS
Expires 12/31/25

ORDER ONLINE
DOMINOS.com




HAVE YOU HEARD ABOUT
BEECHER BLESSINGS?

Beecher Blessings, established in 2023, is a local
nonprofit organization dedicated to helping families
and individuals within the Beecher community. We
raise funds throughout the year and work with local
schools, churches, and community groups to identify
those most in need, providing assistance and support.
Our goal is to provide assistance and bring happiness
to those who need it. With your donation, we are able
to do just that!

WHO ARE WE?

Beecher Blessings is a 501C3 organization that
operates within the boundaries of the Beecher 200U
School District and the Beecher Fire Protection District.
The Beecher Fire Chief and Beecher Police Chief are
both members of the Board.

WHAT DO WE DO?

Our mission is to help families in the community that
are struggling financially, with major medical issues or
another major life event that may need help and
support. We try to ease the burden by helping with
utility payments, clothing, grocery vouchers and
Christmas presents. Last year, through generous
donations, we were able to help six families.

Beecher Blessings members are all volunteers and we
have no overhead. 100% of every donation that we
receive goes to help out members of our community.
Please consider donating, and be a blessing to the
Beecher community!

www.BeecherBlessings.com

BEECHER BLESSINGS

Midland [=}

BRIGHTER TOGETHER
1-855-696-4352 | midlandsb.com

Midland States Bank is Member FDIC.

WE’RE HIRING

FOR SALES!

oo

StateFarm

- \
2

Josh Baumgartner - State Farm

708-946-0190
www.insurewithjosh.com

josh.baumgartner.rhbd@
statefarm.com

Use the QR code to quote
your car and home
insurance or call me!



http://www.beecherblessings.com
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Oosting Group: Your Trusted Real Estate Experts

Looking to buy or sell?

With over $21 million in closed volume in 2024, we have the
experience and market knowledge to help you succeed.
Whether you're searching for your dream home or considering
selling, we're here to guide you every step of the way.

Licensed in lllinois, Indiana, and Michigan, we offer a free
buyer consultation to help you navigate the process with
confidence and a free market analysis to ensure you get top
dollar for your property.

0 Give us a call today
O ( ) | OC and let's make your
( — ] real estate goals a reality!
\ /

Q 630-284-9624

s T

GET OUTPATIENT THERAPY
WITHOUT THE WAIT!

Did you know you can begin physical therapy without a referral?

Thanks to Direct Access, patients can receive evaluation and
treatment from licensed therapists—no prescription or
referral needed.

Most insurance plans accept Direct Access, but check with your
insurance provider to confirm coverage requirements.

Start your path to recovery today! Our hospital-based therapy
clinic offers individualized treatment plans for a variety of
rehabilitation needs.

@556 i
w*"'a"‘““’ﬂﬁ* oeReuoresess BT Franciscan HEALTH
i :@; AT OUR CLINIC OUTPATIENT THERAPY

L
P
@5

989 S. Dixie Highway | Beecher | (708) 946-3801 A department of Franciscan Health Olympia Fields

Beecher




BEECHER’S 5TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION &
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH

5 pomo L] 7 p.m- -

We’re excited to announce the S5th Annual Village of Beecher Holiday Celebration and
Christmas Tree Lighting to be held at Firemen’s Park!

The Village, Township, 4th of July Commission, Beecher Fire Protection District and several
| local churches are planning festivities on Sunday, November 30th for all to enjoy.

A light parade will kick off at 5 p.m., followed by the official tree lighting. Santa will then make
a personal appearance, and the kids can enjoy his workshop with art and craft activities.

The Beecher 4th of July Commission will be providing free food as a thank you to the residents
for their support. There will also be free cookies, hot chocolate and goodie bags for the kids provided by the churches.
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TENTATIVE HOLIDAY Séil!l)lfl.

1-3:30 p.m. *Pop-up Christmas Market at the Community Hall

4:30 p.m. *Line up for holiday light parade - corner of Reed & Penfield
(in paved parking lot east of the railroad tracks)

" *Parade registration forms will be available at the Village Hall & villageofbeecher.org *

Starting on 11/3 and due by 11/26

. 5:00 p.m. *Parade begins at corner of Reed & Penfield & ends in Firemen'’s Park
B N (ROUTE: Begins at corner of Reed & Penfield; Reed north to Hodges;
Hodges east to Woodward; Woodward south to Penfield; Penfield
east to Firemen'’s Park.

5:15 p.m.  *Santa arrives in Firemen's Park
*Food Stand & Santa’s workshop with arts & crafts for the kids begins

5:20 p.m. *Tree lighting ceremony
5:30 p.m. *Santa & his workshop will be in the north pavilion for pictures

We hope {f)_;ee you there!

N

SNOW PARKING REGULATIONS
DURING WINTER WEATHER

Even though many of us don’t want to think about that white stuff, with winter ===
approaching, the Village wants to remind residents that “It shall be unlawful
to park any vehicle on any public street in the Village at any time within a twenty
-four (24) hour period following a snowfall of two inches (2") or more. Such
prohibited parking on any public street shall include the paved portion of any
roadway or thoroughfare and also the paved portion of any Village-owned right | -
of way adjacent to such roadway in a business district.” This does not include
parkways maintained by residents.

It is also illegal to deposit snow onto public streets. When clearing your driveway, direct the snow into the yard and not the
street. Remember, the snow will end up back in your driveway anyway when the plow comes back by! The Police
Department may issue tickets to those that deposit their snow onto the street.



https://www.villageofbeecher.org

Protect Water Quality in Your Own Yard in Every Season!

In the Fall

e Gardens need bedcovers. When cleaning out vegetable and flower gardens,
don't leave the soil bare for the winter. Use chopped leaves as mulch or plant
a “green mulch” to add nutrients and organic matter to the soil.

e Plant! Early autumn is the best time to transplant shrubs and other perennials and to reseed lawns.
Choose grass seed mixes that match your site. Consider adding a little clover seed for a free source of
nitrogen fixation. Early autumn is the best time for a single dose of fertilizer for good grass root growth
and a healthy lawn next spring. Slow-release or organic fertilizers stay where plants can use them and out
of the local waters and wells. Keep watering all new plantings until the ground is frozen to give the roots
plenty of opportunity to grow.

e Save the leaves. Leaves have lots of landscaping uses. Make a compost pile, chop them and mulch the
landscaping and garden beds, or create new beds under the trees from which they fell.

. When it rains, snows, or
sleets, water hits hard
surfaces and takes
anything on that surface
2 with it, through drains,
o pipes, and ditches to local
rivers, lakes, and streams.

L

* Trash left on sidewalks
~getsswept into sewers

. =
Pet waste washes 8 Oil and grease
into pipes and ~ ' leaked from cars
pollutes parksand = washes down
recreation areas drains and into
downstream. waterways.

2 Lawn fertilizer and pesticides can | Car washing
wash across pavement and down ™= chemicals can harm
A drains, taking toxics with them. '  fish and animals.

tpetyy ** o L T et Ll e Tl T
T

Where Stormwater Flows, Everything Goes
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Village of Beecher
625 Dixie Highway / P.O. Box 1154
Beecher, IL 60401

Village Hall Hours

Monday thru Friday:
8:00 am. - 4:30 p.m.
LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

Village Hall Phone BEECHER, IL 60401
946-2261

Emergency Police & Fire
9-1-1
Police Non Emergency:
946-2341
Fire Non Emergency:
946-6585

Web Site: www.villageofbeecher.org
E-Mail: clerk@yvillageofbeecher.org Newsletter Editor: Diana Jerkatis / Administrative Assistant

TRUNK OR TREAT
540 Oak Park Ave
Oc ober 25th 11 am-1pm

EEN mkﬁk-on-'rREA'r HOURS
Friday, October 31st 4 -7 pm

LIONS CLUB HALLOWEEN IN THE PARK

(hot dogs, fun & games)
Friday, October 31st * 4:00 pm

BEECHER PART-TIME PLAYERS MUSICAL “VHS CHRISTMAS CAROL”
December 5th, 6th and 7th
https://www.facebook.com/bcptp

ANNUAL HOLIDAY CELEBRATION
Lighted Parade / Tree Lighting / Santa / Santa’s Workshop
Sunday, November 30th (rain or shine)
5 - 7 pm (see page 10 for details)
Firemen’s Park / 675 Penfield



https://www.facebook.com/bcptp

