VILLAGE OF BEECHER, WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
ORDINANCE NO. (Y37

AN ORDINANCE ADDING SECTION 9-15 OF THE VILLAGE CODE OF THE
VILLAGE OF BEECHER PERTAINING TO LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC SCOOTER
REGULATIONS, AND REPEALING ALL VILLAGE CODE SECTIONS AND
ORDINANCES, OR PARTS THEREOF, IN CONFLICT THEREWITH.

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities of the Village of Beecher, Will County, Illinois,
have been advised that it is necessary to amend the Village Code concerning adding provisions
pertaining to the regulation of low-speed electric scooters within the Village; and

WHEREAS, recent amendments to the Illinois Vehicle Code (“Vehicle Code”), 625
ILCS 5/1-100 et seq., provide a regulatory framework consisting of various restrictions
concerning the use of low-speed electric scooters, including allowing the use of low-speed
electric scooters only within municipalities that specifically authorize such use; and

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities of this Village of Beecher, Will County, Illinois,
have reviewed the current text provisions of the Village Code; and

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities of the Village desire to amend the Beecher
Village Code (“Village Code™) to provide for the municipal regulation of low-speed electric
scooters within the Village; and

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities of this Village of Beecher, Will County, Illinois,
having reviewed the Village Code provisions, as amended from time to time, now concur that it is
advisable, necessary, and in the best interests of the residents of the Village of Beecher that Section
9-15 of the Village Code be added to provide for the regulation of low-speed electric scooters in
the Village.

NOVW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF BEECHER, WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION ONE: That Section 1 entitled “DEFINITIONS” of Chapter 1 entitled
“DEFINITIONS” of Title 9 entitled “TRAFFIC” of the Village Code of the Village of Beecher,
be, and the same is hereby amended to add the following definition:

9-1-1: DEFINITIONS:

“LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC SCOOTER shall mean a device weighing less than 100 pounds,
with 2 or 3 wheels, handlebars, and a floorboard that can be stood upon while riding, that is
solely powered by an electric motor and human power, and whose maximum speed, with or
without human propulsion, is no more than 10 miles per hour, however, this definition does not
include a moped or motor driven cycle.”



SECTION TWO: That Chapter 15 entitled “LOW-SPEED SCOOTER RULES” of

Title 9 entitled “TRAFFIC” of the Village Code of the Village of Beecher, be, and the same is
hereby added to read and provide as follows, namely:

“9-15-1: Low-Speed Scooters

A.

B.

Low-speed electric scooters may be operated on public roads with a posted speed
limit of 35 mph or less.

Low-speed electric scooters may be operated on sidewalks, trails, bicycles paths and
designated paths within the Village, except were prohibited by signage.

Low-speed electric scooters may not be operated on State highways.

It shall be unlawful to use a low-speed electric scooter in violation of this Ordinance,
which is not an intended nor permitted use of a public right-of-way, as those terms
are used in Section 3—102 of the Local Governmental and Governmental Employees
Tort Immunity Act (745 ILCS 10/3-102).

9-15-2: Rules and Regulations Low-speed electric scooters may only be operated in
accordance with the following rules and regulations:

A.

B.

A low-speed electric scooter must be equipped with a brake that will adequately
control movement of and stop and hold the low-speed electric scooter;

A low-speed electric scooter, when in use at nighttime, must have a lamp on the front
that emits a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet to the front and
with a red reflector on the rear that is visible from all distances from 100 feet to 600
feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlamps on a motor
vehicle, except that a lamp emitting a steady or flashing red light visible from a
distance of 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to or instead of the red
reflector;

. A person may not operate a low-speed electric scooter while carrying any package,

bundle or article that prevents the operator from keeping at least one hand upon the
handlebars;

A person may not operate a low-speed electric scooter to carry more than one person
at a time;

A low-speed electric scooter shall not be equipped with nor shall any person use
upon a low-speed electric scooter any siren. This subsection does not apply to a low-
speed electric scooter that is a police vehicle or fire department vehicle.

A person operating a low-speed electric scooter may not attach himself or herself or
the scooter to any other vehicle being operated on the public right-of-way;

A person operating a low-speed electric scooter must adhere to all applicable traffic
laws, including yielding to pedestrians and obeying traffic signals and signs;

A person operating a low-speed electric scooter must be at least 18 years of age;



I. A person may not operate a low-speed electric scooter while under the influence of
alcohol or any drug;

J. A low-speed electric scooter must not be equipped with, nor should any low-speed
electric scooter operator use, any siren; and
K. Every low-speed electric scooter must be well-maintained and in good operating
condition.
9-15-3: Penalty; Mitigation

A. Any person who violates any provision of this Ordinance shall be punished by a fine
as follows:

(1) First Offense: $25.00

(2) Second Offence: $100.00

(3) Third Offense: $150.00

(4) Fourth Offense or more: $250.00

B. The Village is further empowered to exercise all powers afforded to it, at law or in
equity, to collect any fines assessed against a person pursuant to this Ordinance,
including but not limited to seeking incarceration of said person for a period of time
that conforms with Section 1-2-9 of the Illinois Municipal Code (65 ILCS 5/1-2-9).

C. To the extent that any violation of this Ordinance also constitutes a violation of a
criminal statute of the State of Illinois, then the violator shall also be subject to
criminal prosecution.”

SECTION THREE: That all existing Ordinances and Village Code provisions, or parts
thereof, in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance, are hereby deemed null, void, and of no
legal effect, and are specifically repealed.

SECTION FOUR: If any section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance shall be
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall
not affect any other section, clause, provision or portion of this Ordinance, and this Village Board
hereby expressly acknowledges that it would have enacted this Ordinance even with the invalid
portion deleted.

SECTION FIVE: That this Ordinance shall be in effect immediately after its passage by
the Village Board, its approval by the President and its publication as required by law.
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