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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT  

& BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF BEECHER  

HELD AT THE BEECHER VILLAGE HALL,  

625 DIXIE HIGHWAY, BEECHER, ILLINOIS 

JULY 13, 2026 -- 6:00 P.M. 

 
 

All present joined in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
President Meyer called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT: President Meyer and Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
ABSENT: Trustee Gardner. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Clerk Denise Abbink, Administrator Charity Mitchell, Public Works 
Superintendent Matt Conner, Treasurer Donna Lippelt and Attorney Tim Kuiper 
 
GUESTS: George Schuitema 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
President Meyer asked for consideration of the minutes of the June 22, 2026, Board meeting. 
Trustee Tieri made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Trustee Diachenko seconded. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE  
 
VILLAGE CLERK REPORT 

 

Total tax revenue received in June was $991,578.53 

 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

ORDINANCE #1456- Trustee Smith made a motion approving Ordinance #1456 amending 
Section 1-6-6(E) of the Village of Beecher Code as it relates to standing committees. Seconded by 
Trustee Stacey. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 

REPORTS OF VILLAGE COMMISSIONS 
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A 4th of July Commission update was provided by Trustee Kraus. He thanked all who came out for 
the festival. Final numbers will be given as they come in. President Meyer thanked all of the 
trustees and volunteers that helped make the festival successful every year.     
 
A Youth Commission report was provided by Trustee Smith. 
The next meeting will be held on August 18, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Trustee Gardner was absent, report will be held at next meeting. 
 
FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 
Variance reports were provided in the packet for review. 
 
Trustee Kraus made a motion to approve payment of the list of bills in the amount of $171,353.73 
and payroll since the last meeting. Seconded by Trustee Stacey. 
AYES:  (6) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, Stacey and Gardner. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 

 
RESOLUTION #2026-07- A resolution for adopting an amended personnel manual as discussed 
in open session. Trustee Kraus made a motion to adopt Resolution #2026-07 Seconded by Trustee 
Smith. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None. 
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 

 

Discussion regarding Lions Park walking path held. Trustee Diachenko, Trustee Kraus and Public 
Works Supervisor Conner viewed the property. The walking path will be kept as it is now and will 
be revisited in the spring. Main area which has issues is the west end of the walking path and is 
not village property.  

 

Discussion regarding damage to Firemen’s Park after the festival was held. Trustee Diachenko, 
Trustee Kraus, Public Works Supervisor Conner and Beecher Rec board member Chet Hanson 
viewed the property. There are ruts in the park due to moving vehicles out after the festival. This 
issue will also be revisited in the fall when repairs can be made. 
 
PLANNING, BUILDING AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

 
The Building Department monthly report was provided for review. 

 
ORDINANCE #1457- Trustee Stacey made a motion approving Ordinance #1457 granting a 
variance from the maximum lot coverage requirements of the R-1A Single-Family Residence 
District to increase lot coverage from 40% to 49% for the installation of a concrete sidewalk and 
the expansion of an existing patio of the property commonly known as 313 Aspen Drive. 
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Seconded by Trustee Smith. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
ORDINANCE #1458- Trustee Stacey made a motion approving Ordinance #1458 granting a 
variance from the minimum spacing requirements between detached buildings, as set forth in the 
Lot Coverage Regulations of the B-3 General Business and Service District, to reduce the 
required minimum separation between detached buildings from twenty (20) feet to 
approximately three (3) feet for the installation of a shed at the property commonly known as 
613 Dixie Hwy. Seconded by Trustee Smith. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
Trustee Kraus left the meeting at 6:17 p.m. and returned at 6:21 p.m. 
 
ORDINANCE #1459- Trustee Stacey made a motion approving Ordinance #1459 granting a 
variance from the sign requirements of the Village of Beecher Zoning Ordinance for the 
installation of a pole sign at the property commonly known as 744 W Indiana. Seconded by 
Trustee Diachenko. 
AYES:  (4) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
The next Planning, Building and Zoning Committee meeting is scheduled for July 23, 2026. date, 
there are no agenda items. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  
 
The Police Department, EMA and Code Enforcement monthly reports were provided for review. 
 
RESOLUTION #2026-08- A resolution designating Beecher Village Hall and Beecher Police 
Department as warming and cooling centers. Trustee Tieri made a motion to adopt Resolution 
#2026-08 Seconded by Trustee Smith. 
AYES:  (4) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None. 
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  
 
The Public Works, Water Department and Wastewater Treatment Plant monthly reports were 
provided for review. 
 
Update on Miller Street water main given by Supervisor Conner. Resident’s garbage will be picked 
back up tomorrow due to construction.  
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE 

 

Trustee Smith made a motion to direct the Village Attorney to draft an ordinance amending the 
food truck ordinance. Seconded by Trustee Diachenko. 
AYES:  (4) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
ABSTAIN: (1) Trustee Kraus. 
Motion carried. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Trustee Tieri informed the Board that Chief Galvin successfully applied for an Organized Retail 
Crime Grant through the Attorney General’s Office. The Village of Beecher was awarded $22,500, 
which will be used during Fiscal Year 2027. 
 
ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

There being no further business to discuss in regular session, Trustee Kraus made a motion to 
adjourn into Executive Session at 6:22 p.m. to discuss executive session minutes and personnel. 
Trustee Stacey seconded. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None. 
Motion carried. 
 
Trustee Diachenko made a motion to return from Executive Session at 7:21 p.m. Trustee Tieri 
seconded. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None. 
Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 

Trustee Kraus made a motion to approve the executive session minutes as submitted. Seconded by 
Trustee Stacey. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
RESOLUTION #2026-09- A resolution authorizing the release of certain executive session 
minutes as approved by the board in executive session. Trustee Smith made a motion to adopt 
Resolution #2026-09 Seconded by Trustee Diachenko. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None. 
Motion carried. 
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ORDINANCE #1460- Trustee Kraus made a motion approving Ordinance #1460 authorizing an 
employment agreement with the Village Administrator. Seconded by Trustee Diachenko. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 

Trustee Kraus made a motion to approve the list of appointments of the Village President. 
Seconded by Trustee Smith. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 

 

 FY Ending April 30, 2027 
 
 
 

Village President Pro-Tem:    Todd Kraus 
 
Finance and Economic Development Committee:     
Chair: Todd Kraus, Co-Chair: Jess Smith 

  
Public Safety Committee:     Chair: Roger Stacey, Co-Chair: Joe Tieri 

   
Public Works Committee:    Chair: Erik Gardner, Co-Chair: Roger Stacey 

  
Administration and Government Affairs Committee: 

Chair: Jessica Smith, Co-Chair: Erik Gardner 
  

Public Properties and Events: Chair: Brian Diachenko, Co-Chair: Todd Kraus 
 
Planning, Building and Zoning: Chair: Joe Tieri, Co-Chair: Brian Diachenko 
 
Village Administrator and Zoning Administrator: Charity Mitchell 
 

Village Clerk:    Denise Abbink 
Deputy Clerk:   Heidi Demas 

Village Prosecutor:   Tom Knuth 

Village Corporate Counsel:  Tim Kuiper, Austgen, Kuiper and Jasaitis, P.C. 
Code Enforcement Officer:  David Harrison 
EMA Director:   Bob Heim 

Chief of Police:    John Galvin 
Public Works Superintendent:    Matt Conner 
Village Treasurer:   Donna Lippelt 
 

Building Department Services:   SAFEbuilt 
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Fire Inspection Services:  B&F Construction Code Services 
 
EASTCOM and Laraway Communications Board of Directors: 

Member: Joe Tieri, Alternate: Charity Mitchell 
 

Planning and Zoning Commission Secretary: Heidi Demas 
 
Joint Fuel Committee: Erik Gardner and Charity Mitchell 
 

Village Engineer: Baxter and Woodman: (project engineers TBD on a case-by-case basis) 
 
Public Information Officer: George Schuitema 
 

TIF Joint Review Board: Jonathan Kypuros Resident at large, Marcy Meyer Village 
Representative 
 

TIF Redevelopment Agreement Negotiation Committee: Jonathan Kypuros, Todd Kraus 
 

Planning and Zoning Commission: 
Successor appointments are for 3 years 
 

Joe Tieri: Village Liaison 

Bob Heim (term expires 5/1/29) 
Bill Hearn (term expires 5/1/27) 
Phil Serviss (term expires 5/1/27) 
George Schuitema (term expires 5/1/27) 
Joe Gardner (term expires 5/1/28) 
Robert Barber (term expires 5/1/29) 
Charlie Eich (term expires 5/1/28) 
 
Fourth of July Commission (20 voting members): 
 

Marcy Meyer, (Village President) 

Todd Kraus (Village Liaison) 

      
1. Dana Karstensen   8.   Cameron Ohlendorf 15. Tammy Braun 
2. Phil Salmen               9.   Robert Barber  16. Jessica Woodruff   
3. Nichole Modschiedler  10. Ken Bobowski  17.  _______________   
4. Bruce Becker   11. Jenna Barber  18.  _______________ 
5. Kevin Bouchard   12. Nicholas Hoehn        19.  _______________ 
6. Steven Barber   13. Patty Welsh  20.  _______________ 
7. Chuck Hoehn   14. Daryl LoSchaivo 
 

Beecher Youth Commission: 
  

Jessica Smith (Village Liaison)  Sarah Murphy  Kelly Phipps 
Roger Sipple, Eric Hanson, ex-officio Erica Plys  Denise Abbink 
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Ashley Jackson Tara Stacy  Shelby Pistilli  Heather Perryman 
  
   
Historic Preservation Commission: 
 

Erik Gardner (Village Liaison)   
Sandy Lohmann   Don Sala    Janett McCawley 
        
Police Commission: 
 

Roger Stacey (Village Liaison)   
Charity Mitchell   Tom Johnson, Chair  Bob Heim, Secretary 

 
 

There being no further business, President Meyer asked for a motion to adjourn. Trustee Stacey 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Kraus seconded. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, and Stacey. 
NAYS:  (0) None. 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m. 
 
    Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
/s/ Denise Abbink_____________ 
   Denise Abbink 
 Village Clerk 


