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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT  
& BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF BEECHER  

HELD AT THE BEECHER VILLAGE HALL,  
625 DIXIE HIGHWAY, BEECHER, ILLINOIS 

AUGUST 10, 2026 -- 6:00 P.M. 
 
 

All present joined in the Pledge to the Flag. 
 
President Meyer called the meeting to order. 
 
ROLL CALL 
PRESENT: President Meyer and Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, Stacey and Gardner. 
ABSENT: None. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Clerk Denise Abbink, Public Works Superintendent Matt Conner, Public 
Works Assistant Superintendent Adam Held, Chief John Galvin, EMA Director Bob Heim, Code 
Enforcement Officer Dave Harrison, and Treasurer Donna Lippelt 
 
GUESTS: George Schuitema 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
President Meyer asked for consideration of the minutes of the August 3, 2026, Board meeting. 
Trustee Kraus made a motion to approve the minutes with corrections as discussed in open session. 
Trustee Stacey seconded. President Meyer offered clarification regarding the Village President 
report minutes of August 3, 2026. 
AYES:  (5) Trustees Tieri, Kraus, Diachenko, Stacey and Gardner. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
ABSTAIN:  (1) Trustee Smith 
Motion carried. 
 
RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE – None 
 
VILLAGE CLERK REPORT 
 
Heidi Demas was sworn in as Deputy Treasurer by Clerk Abbink. Appointment of Deputy 
Treasurer was done on August 3, 2026. 
 
Total tax revenue received in July was $334,751.25 

 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
President Meyer provided a correction to a statement made during the August 3, 2026 meeting 
concerning the transition of responsibility for the 4th of July celebration. President Meyer clarified 
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that the responsibility for the celebration transitioned from the Beecher Fire Protection District to 
the 4th of July Commission, and not from the Beecher Police Department as previously stated. 
 
ORDINANCE #1462- Trustee Smith made a motion approving Ordinance #1462 repealing 
Chapter 5 of Title 2 of the Village of Beecher Code, thereby dissolving the Beecher Youth 
Commission. Seconded by Trustee Stacey. Discussion held with President Meyer stating that the 
motion was requested by the Beecher Youth Commission, as the Commission believed it would 
have greater fundraising opportunities if it were no longer affiliated with the Village. A separate 
resolution will be required in the future to address any additional changes once the Beecher Youth 
Commission has completed its paperwork and established its bank account. 
AYES:  (6) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, Stacey and Gardner. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
President Meyer stated that residents are encouraged to contact the Village by email regarding any 
issues or concerns. She noted that submitting concerns by email provides a written record of the 
issue and helps ensure that concerns are properly documented and addressed in a timely manner. 
Residents may contact the Clerk’s Office at clerk@villageofbeecher.org or President Meyer 
directly at mmeyer@villageofbeecher.org. Residents may also call the Village to voice concerns 
and have their issues addressed. 

 
REPORTS OF VILLAGE COMMISSIONS 
 
A 4th of July Commission update was provided by Trustee Kraus. A meeting was held last week, 
the final financial figures and related information will be presented to the board within the next 
two months. The next meeting is scheduled for November 4, 2026.  
 
A Youth Commission report was provided by Trustee Smith. The next meeting will be held on 
August 18th at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Trustee Gardner reported that the Beecher Historical Society was awarded the “Distinguished 
Public Service” award in July from the Crete Township USA Fest. The award recognized the 
outstanding dedication and commitment to the welfare and quality of life to the people of Crete 
Township. The next Historic Preservation meeting is scheduled for August 19th at 6 p.m. 
  
FINANCE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Variance reports were provided in the packet for review. 
 
Trustee Kraus made a motion to approve payment of the list of bills in the amount of $134,934.37 
and payroll since the last meeting. Seconded by Trustee Smith. 
AYES:  (6) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, Stacey and Gardner. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC PROPERTIES AND COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE 
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Trustee Diachenko informed that the Village staff is working on the Fall 2026 Edition of the 
Village’s newsletter, The Beecher Bulletin. Any articles you would like to include should be 
submitted to Village Hall staff by September 14th, 2026. Staff anticipate mailing the newsletter 
around October 12th.  
 
PLANNING, BUILDING, AND ZONING COMMITTEE  

 
The Building Department monthly report was provided for review. 
 
An additional Planning and Zoning Commission meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 20, 
2026 at 6:00 p.m. The regular Planning and Zoning Commission meeting scheduled for Thursday, 
August 27, 2026 is anticipated to be cancelled due to lack of agenda items. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  
 
The Police Department, EMA and Code Enforcement monthly reports were provided for review. 
 
Beecher Night Out at Firemen’s Park will be held on Tuesday, August 11, 2026 from 5:00 p.m. 
until 8:00 p.m. Chief Galvin added that it will be a great event for residents to attend and enjoy the 
evening. Code Enforcement Officer Harrison was thanked for his continued efforts and the work 
he is doing for the Village. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE  
 
The Public Works, Water Department and Wastewater Treatment Plant monthly reports were 
provided for review. 
 
Trustee Gardner made a motion to approve the reimbursement to Beecher Funeral Home in the 
amount of $7,550 for sewer repairs related to the Penfield Street Reconstruction Project. Seconded 
by Trustee Diachenko. Discussion was held regarding filing an insurance claim to seek 
reimbursement for the associated costs. Public Works Supervisor Conner stated that the Village 
would be filing a claim; however, it may be difficult to establish fault. 
AYES:  (6) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, Stacey and Gardner. 
NAYS:  (0) None 
Motion carried. 
 
Public Works Supervisor Conner stated that brush collection is ongoing. The second round of 
collection began today with three crews, including one contracted crew, working to assist with 
cleanup efforts throughout the Village following the storm. 
 
ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
 
No update given. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS  
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Trustee Tieri reported that he visited the Laraway Communication Center last month. He stated 
that the Center’s 2026/2027 budget was approved with a 6% increase. The Village will receive a 
surplus allocation back, which the Police Department plans to use toward the purchase of three 
Motorola radios. 
There being no further business, President Meyer asked for a motion to adjourn. Trustee Gardner 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Stacey seconded. 
AYES:  (6) Trustees Tieri, Smith, Kraus, Diachenko, Stacey and Gardner. 
NAYS:  (0) None. 
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
    Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 
/s/ Denise Abbink_____________ 
   Denise Abbink 
 Village Clerk 


